By Peter Boesman





Introduction





When I visited Venezuela for the first time in 1988 with two birding friends, I became especially interested in songs and vocalizations of the Venezuelan birds. I still remember like yesterday the day we were fascinated by a vocalization on the grounds of Rancho Grande in Henri Pittier National Park. So diagnostic, so clear melodious were the notes we heard, and yet unidentifiable as the bird remained in dense cover. We tried for hours to get a glimpse of the bird without success. We had heard of Antpittas, enigmatic skulking birds 'you hear but never see', which only made us try harder to see this intriguing bird. With a tape-recorder we finally managed to lure the bird into the open (it actually flew into the open cave-structure of the Biological Station, a completely dark place which made the identification job hardly easier!). A little brown bird with a long bill was what we saw. It was a Nightingale Wren Microcerculus marginatus, insignificant in appearance, yet its song is one of the most beautiful of the Neotropics. 


In 1990 I decided to move to Venezuela from my home country Belgium. I bought a Marantz tape recorder and a Sennheiser microphone and started birding in my free time. It became quickly apparent that I would have to learn a lot, and virtually no commercial tapes were available to help in this learning process. Slowly I started recognizing more and more bird vocalizations to the point that I identified many more birds by ear than by eye. 


Only recently I started thinking to make something available for others, which could help them to speed up this learning process. After seeing Sjoerd Mayer's "Bird Sounds of Bolivia" CD-ROM, I was convinced this was the way to go. Along the way, I also added photos and distribution maps to the project, for the simple reason that these, like sound recordings, were the ingredients lacking in Phelps and Meyer de Schauensee's "A Guide to the Birds of Venezuela", the standard guide book for this country. It took more time than planned, but finally I can present "Birds of Venezuela". I hope it will appeal to many people, not only as a learning tool, but as a reference and a way to admire the Venezuelan Birds.





Recordings





The collection of sound recordings is the main part of this CD-ROM. I have tried to include as many species as possible, until physical space constraints finally limited me from adding more. It is important to stress that in the selection of recordings, completeness was the main drive, with quality coming only in second place. Rather than selecting two cuts of similar songs with good quality, I always opted to present only one of these so that I could add e.g. some recording of call notes, even if the quality of the recording was not great. Following the same rule, I chose for maximum use of compression techniques, accepting an audible loss of quality in some cases, rather than reducing the completeness of recordings. Furthermore, most of my recordings were never made with the intention to include them in a publication, and none were made with a parabolic reflector to obtain the superior quality we know from e.g. tapes and discs of birds in Europe and North America.


Nevertheless, I am convinced this does not at all affect the main purpose of this project: making available for learning and reference as many different vocalizations as possible of Venezuelan birds to others in a single, handy work. I limited filtering to a minimum, mainly to get rid of low frequency microphone manipulation and wind noise. Although studio-type recordings with a completely silent background are nice to listen to, they are hardly a reflection of reality. The first step in the identification process of a vocalization is to be able to isolate it out of the myriad of other songs and noises... 


For almost all recordings I added some information about other bird-species which can be heard in the back-ground. I don't pretend however to give a complete list of all species audible on each recording: the more one listens to a recording, the more species one recognizes...       





Almost all recordings were made in Venezuela. For some species for which I only had poor quality recordings from Venezuela (or none at all) I did include recordings made in other neotropical countries. Although I tried not to include non-Venezuelan recordings of species for which I knew there is a significant difference in voice compared to Venezuelan birds, this may still be the true in a few cases.


The collection of recordings presented here (1306 cuts of 674 species)  has a total playing time of about 8 hours, the equivalent of some 8 cassettes or audio CD's. 


For a large number of species treated, no recordings were commercially available until now, and some recordings are of species for which for example R. Ridgely's recent handbook still mentions "voice unknown". 








Distribution maps





A distribution map is presented for every species included in this CD-ROM. It shows the approximate distribution in South-America and on a larger (and more detailed) scale the distribution in Venezuela. 


A locality is mentioned for every recording and picture. A link makes it possible to easily pinpoint the locality on the map (the red dot gives its approximate location on the map, detailed coordinates can be found below the map). On the same map, the distribution of the species is visualized. 


The distribution maps are based on literature and personal data. The main sources for the Venezuelan maps were:





Ascanio, D. & G. Rodriguez (1996) Lista de Fauna Silvestre del hato El Cedral, Estado Apure, Venezuela. Caracas: SCAV.


Boesman, P. (1995) Caño Colorado: a lowland tropical forest in north-east Venezuela. Cotinga 3:37-38


Boesman, P. (1996) Bird list of Casa Maria and adjacent areas (Carabobo, Venezuela). privately published


Boesman, P. (1997) Bird list of the areas around Campo Lindo (Falcon, Venezuela). privately published


Boesman, P. (1998) New information on distribution of Venezuelan birds. Cotinga 9: 27-39 


Goodwin, M.L. & Lentino, M. (1990) Lista parcial de las aves del Parque Nacional Yacambú, Estado Lara, Venezuela. Caracas: SCAV


Goodwin, M.L. & Lentino, M. (1990) Lista de las aves del Parque Nacional Cinaruco-Capanaparo, Estado Apure, Venezuela. Caracas: SCAV


Lentino, M., Luy A.G. & A. Brunni (1994)  Lista de las aves del Parque Nacional Tamá, Estado Tachira, Venezuela. Caracas: SCAV


Meyer de Schauensee, R. & Phelps, W. (1994) Una guía de aves de Venezuela. Caracas: Ex libris


Zimmer, K.J. & Hilty, S.L. (1997) Birds of Junglaven Camp: a preliminary survey of a new site in Amazonas, Venezuela. Orn. Monogr. 48:865-885





The main sources for the South-American maps were:





del Hoyo, J., Elliott,A. & Sargatal, J. (1997) Handbook of the Birds of the World. Vol 1-4 Lynx Ediciones, Barcelona.


Dunning, J. (1982) South American Land Birds, A Photographic Aid to Identification. PA: Harrowood Books.


Fjeldså, J. & Krabbe, N, (1990) Birds of the High Andes. Copenhagen: Zoological Museum & Svendborg: Apollo Books.


Hilty, S.L. & Brown, W.L. (1986) A Guide to the Birds of Colombia. Princeton: Princeton University Press.


Narosky, T. & Yzurieta, D. (1987) Guía para identificación de las aves de Argentina y Uruguay. Buenos Aires: Aso. Ornitológica del Plata.


Ridgely, R.S. & Tudor, G. (1994) The birds of South America, Vol 1 and 2. Austin: University of Texas Press.








I have used 3 colours to differentiate:


Green is used in those areas where the species is present throughout the year.


(I have not tried to visualize short distance movements. A species may be absent part of the year from certain altitudes or habitats, but at least it will be present in 'suitable habitat' in the general area, and what exactly is 'suitable' for this species may vary throughout the year)


Yellow is used for Boreal (northern) migrants. An area coloured yellow means as a minimum that the species migrates through this area in boreal spring and/or fall. In most cases the species also will be present during the boreal winter. For many species, e.g. shorebirds, this will actually mean the species is virtually present throughout the year.  


Brown is used for Austral (southern) migrants. An area coloured brown means as a minimum that the species migrates through this area in austral spring and/or fall. In most cases the species also will be present during the austral winter. 





For a few species, Boreal or Austral migrants will reach areas where the same species (though maybe a different subspecies) is resident. These areas are coloured Green.


For yet another few species, the 3 colours approach was not really applicable. E.g. Grey-bellied Hawk,  Grey-capped Cuckoo, and Black-whiskered Vireo have uncommon migration patterns within the tropics, which are hard to illustrate with the 3 colours method.





Although I have tried to visualize distributional information as precisely as possible, these maps should not be used to deduct a species' certain occurrence in a specific locality.  








Pictures





I have added a collection of photographs of Venezuelan birds, mostly taken in Venezuela. Almost all pictures were taken in the wild. Whenever this was not the case, this is clearly mentioned in the informational text.   


For every picture, I have tried to add maximum information: 


- locality: whenever known the locality where the picture was taken is mentioned. This locality is linked to a distribution map. 


- copyright: for every picture the photographer is mentioned, linked to a window with more info. 


- information: any relevant remark is added here.





Most pictures are not 'frame filling', which gives a better idea of the general habitat in which the birds occur. Quality is quite variable, here again we have preferred to present pictures of as many species as possible, rather than showing only the very best pictures.





Although a picture collection of over 450 species of birds may seem nothing special to birders in the U.S. and Europe, it should be kept in mind that pictures of South-American birds remain rather rare. This is especially true for pictures of forest birds taken in the wild. To my knowledge, this is one of the most extensive series of neotropical birds photographed in the wild ever published in a single volume. In the collection presented here, several species had never been previously photographed in the wild, and for a few species they are as far as I know the only existing pictures of a live bird...
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Further plans





This is not the end of this project, but rather the first step. With computer technology advancing quickly, it will soon be possible to include much more information on a single disk. It is our intention to continue working on this project, so that a few years from now, I can present an even larger collection of recordings and pictures. Therefore, I welcome birders and scientists who would like to contribute by making available their recordings and pictures to contact me. 


My e-mail address at present is pboesman@aol.com. In the event of a change, my address can be found on: http://ourworld.compuserve.com/homepages/bird_songs_international/venezuela/homepage.htm.


   


Errata





You can find errata on: <http://ourworld.compuserve.com/homepages/bird_songs_international/venezuela/errata_e.htm>.








Information from Bird Songs International BV:





Pictures and Palettes





The display needs to use at least 256 colors in order to see the pictures on this CD-ROM. If no pictures show, your display adapter probably uses only 16 colors. This can normally be changed in the Control Panel: double click on the Display icon, click the Settings tab, and select something higher than 16 colors under "Color Palette". Some display adapters use their own programs to change color resolution, pixel resolution etc.





Although the pictures will show with a palette with 256 colors, they look much better when more colors can be shown.








Copying the complete CD-ROM to your hard disk





If you have plenty of space available on your hard disk, you may wish to copy the complete CD-ROM (650 MB!) to it. Proceed as follows:


- first install the CD-ROM in the normal way (this means that only the program and some auxiliary files are copied to the hard disk. Sounds, photos etc. remain on the CD-ROM.),


- create a directory on the hard disk (eg "c:\birdsounds"),


- copy the contents of the CD-ROM to the new directory (you actually need only copy the subdirectories "big_pict", "smalpict", "tapes" and "distmaps" (this last subdirectory only if the CD-ROM uses distribution maps)),


- take the CD-ROM out of the CD-ROM drive,


- start the program and try to play a sound. The program can't find the sound file, and will prompt you for the drive letter of the CD-ROM drive. However, instead of only the drive letter, you should enter the complete pathname of your newly created directory: "c:\birdsounds". Instead of looking for sounds and photos on the CD-ROM, the program will find them on the hard disk from now on.





Error MMSYSTEM326 on WINDOWS 95





If you get an error message when playing a sound file (something like "mci_Play MMSYSTEM326 No wave device that can play files in the current format is installed."), then the Windows 95 Audio Compression software is not installed. To install, start up Control Panel, start up "Add/Remove Programs", select the "Windows Setup" tab, select "Multimedia", press the "Details..." button, and check "Audio Compression", then press the  "OK" buttons. The system will prompt you for your Windows 95 CD-ROM to install the software.





Removing the program





Except on Windows 3.1, the installation program does not change anything in the Windows software itself. All it does, is to create a new directory, copy a few files into it, and add the new program to the Start Menu. In order to remove the program, deleting the new directory and removing the program from the Start Menu is all there is to it (to do the latter, at least on Windows 95: right-click on the taskbar, choose Properties, choose "Start Menu Programs", press the Advanced.. button, and remove the "Bird Songs International" folder or one of the programs it contains.





On Windows 3.1, the installation program installs the Audio Compression Manager and the Microsoft ADPCM audio compressor/decompressor. Both these components were obtained from Microsoft itself, and will not do any harm when they remain on your Windows system after removal of the birds program.





Please let us know!





If you find bugs, have problems, or have suggestions for improvement in the software, please send your comments to:





Bird Songs International B.V.


Wierengastraat 42


NL-9969 PD  Westernieland


The Netherlands


Fax: (31)-595-528629


E-mail: 101363.650@compuserve.com


